edtted by
MiCHAEL FALCHIKOV

Ji% AsTRA PRrRESS R

20 CANDLEBY LANE - COTGRAVE - NOTTINGHAM
~TEL.-NOTTM. (0802) 892364- '
Please find enclosed copies of your article to the Ward

Festschrift. Copies of the volume itself may be bought
for personal use at 25% discount, i.e. £15.00.

‘WITH COMPLIMENTS

T should be most grateful if you would order any volumes
from the enclosed catalogue of Astra Press publications
for your Library and then pass it on to other interested

parties. Thank you, " :
isp 0 Th6I36G s




Tue Stuny oF Russian STRESs PaATTYeERNMS

WITH AOVANCED STUDENTS
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Introduction

A significant proporticn of Dennis Ward's earlier wWork wes the development of
useful teaching materiasls. And his more theoretical writilngs suggest that one of
his motives in studying the lfmgu:istic structure of Russian was to ensble him
to present it to students in a more easily understandable form. This paper
‘attenpts to follow Dennis's lead; it is concerned with a way of helping students
to come to grips with the stress patterns of Rueslan mouns, eince ‘substantives

..presant at first " sight a bewildering variety of strese location' (Ward

1965:62).

Background

It my be helpful to describe briefly the context ia which this appreach has
been tr!;ed.' It has formed part of a course on the Structure of Modern Ruseian,
which fs taken by third and fourth year students st the University of Surréy.
The degree course has a vocational slant, with etrong emphasis on prnctica.‘t'

skiile, Before starting the  Structure caurée, students have had an ocutline

*l1 am grateful to Professors C.L.Drage and A.Mus_tajbki for reading an earlier
version of this paper. .
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tnireduction to linguisiics, taking Jjust one hour per week for two years. The
Structure course 1s intended as a contlnuation of the study of linguistics, with
the alm that students should view Russian from the perspective of linguistlcs,
trying to see whset le particularly unusual and perticularly interesting about
the language. Since there 1s no possibility of covering the structure of Modern
Russfan in such a short time, I offer a selection of challeaging problems and
allow the group to seldtt from them. We then epend three or four weeks on each
teple, se that students can come o terms with the deta and the issuee involved,
rather than skating over a wider range of questions, Though this hes been the
ususl setting, the material has been ueed eleewhere and can, of course, he

adapted to (it different needs.

The classaes

At the beginning of the study of siress patterns a short bibltography is handed
out, and the purpose of the differenl references is ewplained. First, it 1s
eseential that students shcould be able to find out the posttion of the strese
cn any desired form. One obvious source is Whaeeler (1972) to use such a source
students must read the introduction in order to come to terms with the varicus
abbreviations used. Zaliznyak (1977) gives more Information, b.ut is correspon-
dingly more difficult to use, The literature cn Russlan stress is extensive and
1t ia not the purpose of this article to review it. I suggest to students that
they should consult Red'kin (1971} Coate (1976> or Mustajoki (1960) Fer the
very keen I add Halle (1973) to the liet, hoping thet scme mey wish to tackle
the relevant section, but only after one of the three books just listed. It ie
worth emphasising that several of the ideas which follow can be found in Halle
{19703 our purpose {6 not to argue the merits of different analyses, but rather
to suggest how the data can be presented in such & way as to help students to
learn about Russlan and to lesrn abeout language. Concern with teaching strese is

not new; see, for example, the papers by Levin (1978), Steele (i975) and Drage
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(19803, and the books by VYovk (1979} Mustajoki (198C) and references there, as
well as Ternow's source book (1984); what 1s perhaps unusual in the approach

described here, Is the akttempt to combine language teaching and linguistics.

Afier commenting on the bibliogrephy, I hand ocut a sheet of examples,
similar to Table I (see following page). This is & sample of Ruseian nouns which
1;5 representative in the sense that all the major stress patterne are included.
on the other hand, it does not reflect the distribution of the patterns in
Russlsn. The analogy of the zoo proves halpful here; a zoo may have, say, two
Hons and two zebrs, thus representing both species, wheress in the wild, zebra
are of coursa much more common than lions, (It should slsc be said that come

types are missing from the sheet)

The inetrumental and locstive forms need not necessserily be included, since
these, apart from speclal locatives, have the same strees as the dative, For
ease of refearence in this paper, the stresses are marked In Tabdle L, When the
sheet i handed out, there are no stresses, and students take turns to read an
axsmple, with a clearly stressed syilabla. This inevitably produces a certain
amount of hilarity, particulariy with nouns like cxosgpogd. And it serves to
emphasise the point that there is indeed a problem, both in terms of learning
the correct forme and in terme of giving a satisfactory description. To make the
exposition here more straightforward, the nouns in Tabla 1 sre given In logicsal
order, which matches cur account. Since the purpose of the classes 16 to help
students discover the pattern for themselves, their sheet has the nouns in a

less obwious order.

Al this point, I simply ask how we should start the analysis. There may be
an initia} silence; then euggestions are offered. These are sometimes too
specific. But generally, a fairly early suggestion is that there is & pattern
consisting of stress on the stem in all forms, as in nounls like kwwre. I label
these Class I. From here, it is not far to finding the pattern with etress on

the ending throughout, as in nouns like owkd, which we label Class II. Whether
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TABLE t: Examples or Russisn 5Stress

KHRPE  KHAMY
KHArY  KHAMH
KHAPH  KHAD
KHAFe KRAraM
KHACCHA  KHAMAMH

KHAre XHArax -
cTOA  CTO0AN
¢TOA CTOMW
cTond cTende
cTOAY cTOoNdM
GTOREM  CTOMAMH
cTaad  cToadx
apeanéd a3BEaan
apeany aBéaau
apeann apEap
3peshé aBfagaM
apeanéi apdanamH
asezné andajnax
—~
HOUb  HAud
Houb  HOH
HOuKM  HoudéR
udur  HoudM
ROUBK  HOYAMH
HEYKH  HOudx
dopons
odpony
Sapoa
sopogé
Gopoada
Goponé

G, CORBETT

Patierns

oYK  OUKA
ouKd  O4KR
OUKA  ouxde
OUK$  QUKAM
OuUKGOM  OUKAaMH
OUKé OuKEX
péuep Beyepd
pédysp meuepd
aéuepa sevapdn
aéuepy Bevepdu
BSYRDOM  BeuapaMH
péyepe Beuepdx
xonecd Kkonéca
Kaonacd Kondca
Koaecd xoadc
Konacy kon#cam
rvonecdH  xondcamm
xonecé gondcax
cxoRopoAd cKOBODOAH
CKOBOPOAY crOBOpOAN
CKOBOPOAE CKOROPOR
CKOBOROAE CKOROPOASEM
croBopoadfl  CKOBODOAdMH
CKOBOPOAE CXOBOPOASX
BopoAR ueHd
gépoan KéHY
dopda LEHE
fHapoadu uené
soponémH HeHsn
Soponéx ueHe

YepTé
4epty
uapTH
YepTtd
ueprdn
yepré

mépe
uépe
méps
Mépw©
Hépem
mépe

sénoc
ménoc
BAAGCH
Bénocy
BON0COM
sdnace

ryad
rydg
ryfai
rysé
ryGon
ryté

HERY
SGINS
ueH
téHaM
uéHaMH
uéHax

4epTEl
YepTH
4epT
yepTéM
HepTAMH
wepréx

Mopsi
Mopst
Mopéf
MOpPAM
MOpAMH
MOPAX

adnocu
Bénocu
Bondc
BOAOCEM
BOAOCEMH
BOAOCAK

ryou
ryon
ryé
ryo4m
ryaamr
rySéax
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or not they realise the Implications, scmecdne usually suggests that weprd
belengs in the- same class as oukd. Here it ie important to slew things down, and
draw out (and 1f neceseary spell out) the alternatives. What is cbvicus to the
‘working linguist' is not obvious to students who spend most of their time on
other subjects, The alternstives are
(11 to have tuo separate clasmes for owkd and weprd
21 to treast them as belonging to the same class, in which casa an extra
plece of machinery is required, namely the principle that if a noun should
be stressed on the ending but lacke sn ending in a particular morphosyn-
tactic form, then the stress will fall on the last syllable of the stem.
This is an importsnt moment; not all students teke 1t for granted that
theoretical parsimony is a good thing. Nevertheless, after soma discussion the
second alternative s usually overwhelmingly favoured. From there it may tske a
strong hint for noune llke croa to be considerad in the seme way. It can be
argued (though Mustajoki [19813, for example, would dissent), that such neouns
are fully snalogous; they merely have no ending in the nominative (aﬁd sOma—
times accusative) singular, rather than in the genitive plural, and eo are
streased on the last syliable of the stem in those forms. In any case, it is
important to persuade students to coneider the possibility; comparison with
verbs which are regular in terms of comjugation in all forms apart from the
infinitive can be helpful. An alternative suggestion which has been nmade on more
than one occasion s that nouns like croa are simply stressed on the last
syllable. This suggestion would do away with the need for a epecial principle to
deal with inetances where there is no ending. However, It 1s shown to ba

inadequate by the instrumental plural crondny, which is stressed on the ending

but not on the last syllable.

Thus far then we have two classes: stem stressed (b and ending siressed
(I: and we have a principle to cover instances where an ending 1s missing. From
this point on, the nouns selected for analysis next cen vary coneiderably. Cne
way forward is to consider nouns like mévep (Class IEI) These appear to be a

mixture of the previous two classes, since stress is on the stem 1In the
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singular, but on the ending in the plural.ll'he other exanple given (wmdpe) 16
consistent with the narrower c¢laim that stress 15 In ract an the first syliable
in the singular. If we had only examples iike wadpe, then we would not be able
to detaermine wvhether the stress wes on the first, lest, or some other syllable
of the stem, (A fuller account would include the point that the eariler
restricticn on stress placement In the singular is being broken down by the
growing group of nouns like npopdccop, which are stem-stressed, but not initial-
stressed, in the singular, and end-stressed in the plural) Next the inves-
tigation may move i{oc varients of the classes alresdy established, but a nmore
logical alternative is to go first to nouns like smeagd and xoaecd, In these
nouns {Class IV}, we find strees on the anding in the singular but on the stem
in the plurai. Again, it is not any syllable of the stem; as nouns like xosecd
suggest. the stress in the plural falls on the syllable immediately before the
ending (that is, in predesinential position). At this point it is worth reviewing
the ground covered, which can be done conveniéntly by using an overhead
projector slide with the information given in Table 2.
~

TABLE 2: Basic types of nominal siress

I II
SINGULAR PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
sten stan ending ending
IIr v
SINGULAR PLURAL SINGULAR PLURAL
initial ending ending predesinential

It is reascnable to set up these classes as major patterns since each
differs from all the others in, at the least, all the forms of ona number. Once
the basic patterns ere clear, the remaining nouns can be tackled, and the order
in which this is done depends on which similarity 1ie epotied first. A likely

candidate 1s sdéroc, which 1s fdentical to noune of Class III like péuvep, except
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for the ncminative plural <{and accusat‘ive equal to the nominative plural). In
these forms, where we would expact stress on the ending we find 1t on the
initial syllsble. This considerable similarity to the nouns of Class III suggests
that nouns like pdsoc should be trested as s subclass of {lass III, which we can
lsbel Subclass IITi, Once this subclass ic identifiad, nouns like Hows can alea
be assigned to it, Since such nouna have a monceyllabic stem, the stress
pesition in the nominative plural is ambiguous, but since nouns like Bdroc are
unambiguous, we may say that wous toc hos initial stress in the nominative
plural. From here some students may spot cxomopond; thie is a Class LI noun,
with streas on the ending throughout, except for the nominative/accusative
plural, What makes it more difficult to recognise s the genitive plural, which
would be streseed con the ending, if there were one. CxoBopond can be assigned
to Subclass EIi; nouns of this subclass diverge from Class II in exactly the
sema way in which edmoc diverges from Class IIL It can then be seen that ryogd
belongs to Bubclass IIf, like cwomopogd again the pattern & easier to apot in

the noun with the lenger stem.

By thie time the idea of looking tor small deviations from the major
clagses is well egtablished, and there wiil be various suggestlons for the
remaining nouns. In some ceses other students in tha group will point out why
particular suggestions fail to account for the data. Suppose the pext noun
chosen uewd it snd nouns 1like it form a subgroup of IV, which we cen label
subgroup IVi. Hend behaves just like Class IV nouns — with stress on the epding
in the singular but reiracted on to the last syllsble of the stem in the plural
- except for one exceptional form, nemely the accusative singular. Then there is
the question as to which syllable the sairess ie on in the accusaiive singular.
As this sub-group containe er nouns with bi-syllsbic stems, there 1s no direct
way of establishing the streass positioni this question will become clearer when
the remaining nouns are covered, These remaining nouns are the Copogd type.

Such nouns are like Class II in that they have the strese on the ending, except
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for thne nominative {and accusative) plural, wherz it is cn the initial syllable,
and except for the accusative singular, where it is aleo on the initial syllable.
Some students see this quickly, others need longer to think it through., And
indeed there is a lot to graep. Sopoad is being matched againet s model which
has stress cn the ending throughout. In the genitive plural there is no ending
and so the siress is on the last syllable of the stem, according to the general
principle, In the nominafive and accusative plural it is on the Initial syliabie
(s with Subcless IIi). Furthermore 1t 18 on the initial eyllable in the
accusative singular. These nouns differ from those In the major class in two
waye, and can be assigned to Subclass IIii. Once all the aouns on the shaet have
been assigned to s pattern students are given a sheet with the necessary torme
of twenty nore nouns and are asked fo aseign theee to the appropriate pattern.
This can be done cut of class and checked at the beginning of the next session.
This hes the effect of widening the detabase and so increseing the practicsl
value of what is being done; it also ensures that the basic points hsve been

graeped,

For teking the theoretical side further, the exceptional accusative singular
strese on noune llke Oopoad can be used to solve e previcus problem. In this
type it is clear that the stress which ‘ocught' to be on the ending s in fact on
the initial syllable. It is reasonsble to suppose that in the case of nouns like
yewd, the accusative singular uéuy has Initial stress. This would mean that ail
the exceptional forms have initial stress, where the main class has siress on
the ending. There is & very simple logic behind the patierns proposed, sat out

in Table 3. ¢

TABLE 3: The logic behind the stress patlerns

MAJOR PATTERNS
81 strese on eading or not
tby plural with same stress as singular or not

S1URY UF RUSSIAN STRESS PATTERNS

MINOR PATTERNS )
a1 nominative plural has initial siress (Instead of belng stressed on the
ending)t Subclassas ITi and IIIY
(& accusative singular hes initisl stress (instead of being siressed on
the ending): Subclass IVi .
wr minor patterns @ and tb: together:; Subclass 1T

We heve eatablished that the atress patterns on Russian nouns do noi
represent the chaotic sttuation which first seemed to be the case. Bub the over-
all pattern is even more elegsnt than is immediately obvlous from Table 3. Given
the possibilities presented in Table 3, we may ask what patterns could exist. If
strees can be on the stem or on the ending, snd the plural can be the same in
this respect as the singulsr or different from it, then there are exactly four
possibilities. All four are found in Ruesien, but with the restrictions already
mentioned 1in Claeses III and IV. But given alse that there are three ways in
which subclasges can ogcur, should We not expect there to be twelve subclasses,
rather then the four actually found? It is worth going through the ;:-oss_ili’;ﬁities
in turn. Claes I has ihe streass on the stem throughout. Each of the possible
subclasees depends on the stress accurring on tﬁe initial syllable instead of on
the ending. Since Clasa I nouns do not by dafinitfon have the etreas on the
ending, there can be no subclasaes. Glags II le the mest complex and so is best
left{ to lsat, In Class III, the sévep type, the strese is on the initfal sylleble
through the singuler: there cen therefere be no subclsssas based cn pointas b
and b in the minor patterns above. In the nominative plural, however, the
stress is on the ending; if it is moved to initial position we have nouns of
Subclass IIZi. In Claes IV the position ie reversed. Since the stirees is on the
stem throughout the plural there can be no subclasses based on points ar and
wr But as It is on the ending in the singular, this opens the possibiliiy of a
subclass with initial stress in the accusstive singular. This is precisely what
we find in nouns of Subclass IVi like yewd. Thus all the supciasses which could
theoretically be derived from Classes I, III and IV do In fact exist, Class II,

which has etress on the ending throughout, offers the greatest scope for sub-
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classes. And indeed, we rind a subclass with initial stress in the nominative
plural (Ii, nouns like ckosopogdl We aleo find nouns (itke sopoad? which have
initial stress in both the nominative plural and the accusative singular, The
cne other poselbility would be for a subclass of Class II consisting of nouns
with Initisl strese in the accusative singular but not in the nominative plurasl;
such a subclase does not exist. Thus out of the theoretically possible five
subclasees, four exist. here is a remarkebly close fit between what might be
predicted given the underlying legic of the asystem and the classes and eub-

ciasees actually found,

The distribution of nouns

Earlier the point wae made that the examples in Table 1 were chosen so as to
be representative of the different sirees patterns. It is also of interest to
students to see the way in which the noune of Russian are distributed over
these classes, Table 4 ls a reworking of date given by Halle (1975:105), in turn

derived from Zaliznyak (1S67:172-3)

TABLE 4: Distribution of nouns {about 33, 000) over the stress patterns

masc. neut. Decl.II  Pecl.III

{uypHAn) (okto} {xHHrad (xocTb)

I stem i1, 400 4, 300 L0y 700 3, 100
IT ending 1, 700 130 340 6>
1 except norm. pl. 5 3 40 0

11 excepi nom. pl. & acc.eg. G 0 18 0

1II stea/ending { 25¢ 33 Q 0
i except nom. pl. 50 2 1 80

IV ending/predesinential 4 70 185 0
1 except acc.sg. [+ Q i3 4}

Thie table requires a little explanation. The nouns In the firet column ere

those which decline according to the first declenslon; they decline like xypHda
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‘magozine', but do not necessarlly, of course, share its stress pattern. Those in
the second are the type like oxwé 'window', and salso those like spéuw ‘time’
twhich form & significant proportion of the 33 noune of pattern III in this
class). The second declension includes mainly feminine nouns, but also a sizable
minority of nouns which decline like feminines, but are maeculine, like adas
uncle', Nouns of the third declension ere those which decline iike xocrs ‘bone’
(it would ba more sccurste to include the spdus type here but this could cause
confueion), The entry '46)' in this column is for noune like swodEs to which we
raturn shortly. The figures for stress pattern TIT includes nouns lika ypudress,
hence the class is labelled ‘stem/ending'. The table provides another useful
opportunity to extend the range of dats; several examples sre given for each of

the classes and subclasses.

One of the most valuable aspects of this type of work is sllowing students
to develop the skills of snalysing data. For this reasson, it is Important that
they should have time to decide what can reascnsbly be concluded from tha data
in Table 4, After a little discussion, often with some prompting, the following
points usually emerge:

1, Clase I ia by far the largest, and Class II is easily the second largeat. This
mesns that the overwhelming majority of Russian nouns hava fixed stress

2. Though Classes III and IV have fawer members -then I and II, the major
claeses all have many more members than the miner classes,

3. Looking at the teble ‘vertically’, we see that the deaclension type which has
the greatest number of possibilities e tha xwira type, which is represented
in almost every major and minor class, while the kocts type 1s the most
restricted. Since both comprise mainly feminine nouns, We may deduca that

stress patterns in Russian correlate with declensional type and not with
gender,

Let us now return to the question of noune like awGden The problem here ie
the instrumental singular /meddesm which, accerding to the machinery we have aet
up, would be exceptionsl. To incorporata such nouas into the account would
require a discusslon of the eo-called ‘fleating vowels' or Jers, Unless
specifically asked, I make no refereace to these, 1n order to achieve a

reasonably eatlafying analysis without taking up too much time. If the question
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does arise, I first glve an ultra-short acount of where the fleeting vowels come

from and then point ocut ithat these vowels mey or mey not be counted in for the

purposes of stress assignment. Thus ordu ‘father’ belongs to a pattern in which.

ihe etress is on the ending {(genitive orud) since there is no ending in the
nominative singular, the stress falls on the last syllable of the siem, even
though this is a Jer. On the other hand, yroa ‘corner’ might be axpected to
behsve in a similar way, ﬂaince the genitilve is yrad; in this instance the jer in
the nominative singular does not iake the stress which then wmoves further
forward, There is much more which could be sald, but the basfc point holds true,
More generally, I make it quite clear that the enalysie given above covers most
of the nouns of Russlan, but that there sre exceptions (such as rpawaemsiH
‘citizen', plursl rpdwzame), and I challenge students to find them. Another
intereating avenue to explore would be the recent changes In the eystem; here a

good starting point is Comrie and Stone (1978:56-62).

Conclusion

Russian etress patterns are indeed complex, but the underlying patterns are
simple and elegant. Students can, with a little help, discover these patterns for
themselves. It is sometimea the case that the students who grasp what is
Involved the most readily incilude seome who do not cshine at certain other
aspacts of the course. The aim of the type of presentation suggested here Is
that students should both leern somathing about the methods of analysing data,
and should improve their Russlan, since once stress 1s eeen as being a
manageable topic, they ar:i more likely to pay attention to it in lietening and

then in speaking.
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