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The paper investigates the development of the suppletive paradigm gern — lieber —
am liebsten in German. In the XIX century both lexemes (gern and lieb) had full
regular paradigms (gern — gerner — am gernsten and lieb — lieber — am liebsten
respectively) and were interchangeable. Later the paradigms “broke up” and merged
giving rise to suppletion. It is suggestes that the main condition for forming a new
suppletive paradigm is semantic closeness of the participating lexemes, and frequency
of usage is the main factor for preserving suppletion.



