
 

                                                    

 

 
 

 

 

�
�
�
�

�����������	���	�
��	�������

�
����	����������
�������
������������
����������������
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

���
�

���������� !"���
��#�

�$"�%� !&'��
�
�
�

	�
��(��)'�!$�����*���+,-+.��
�
�

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 ��

 

The Research Group on Lifestyles, Values and Environment (RESOLVE) is a novel and exciting 
collaboration located entirely within the University of Surrey, involving four internationally acclaimed 
departments: the Centre for Environmental Strategy, the Surrey Energy Economics Centre, the 
Environmental Psychology Research Group and the Department of Sociology. 

Sponsored by the UK’s Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) as part of the Research 
Councils’ Energy Programme, RESOLVE aims to unravel the complex links between lifestyles, 
values and the environment. In particular, the group will provide robust, evidence-based advice to 
policy-makers in the UK and elsewhere who are seeking to understand and to influence the 
behaviours and practices of ‘energy consumers’. 

The working papers in this series reflect the outputs, findings and recommendations emerging from 
a truly inter-disciplinary research programme arranged around six thematic research strands: 

Carbon Footprinting:  developing the tools to find out which bits of people’s lifestyles and  
practices generate how much energy consumption (and carbon emissions). 

Psychology of Energy Behaviours:  concentrating on the social psychological influences on 
energy-related behaviours, including the role of identity, and testing interventions aimed at change.  

Sociology of Lifestyles:  focusing on the sociological aspects of lifestyles and the possibilities of 
lifestyle change, exploring the role of values and the creation and maintenance of meaning.  

Household change over time: working with individual households to understand how they 
respond to the demands of climate change and negotiate new, low-carbon lifestyles and practices. 

Lifestyle Scenarios:  exploring the potential for reducing the energy consumption (and carbon 
emissions) associated with a variety of lifestyle scenarios over the next two to three decades. 

Energy/Carbon Governance:  reviewing the implications of a low carbon society for governance,  
and investigating, in particular, the role of community in stimulating long-term lifestyle change.  
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For further information about our research programme or the RESOLVE 
Working Paper series please visit our web site 

 
http://www.surrey.ac.uk/resolve  
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Census: socio-economic
and demographic 

characteristics of households
in OA

Expenditure Survey: 
household expenditure

Conversion of 
monetary values to 
physical quantities

Price data:
average price per unit

Average annual 
household resource use 
and/or emissions in OA

Average annual 
household 
expenditure in OA
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Census:
characteristics of households 

in OA
Expenditure Surveys:

mean household expenditure

Local Area Characteristics 
Database:

proportion of households in each OA 
that belong to each HoC

Household Expenditure Database:
average annual household expenditure on 

commodities for each HoC

HoC definition
• Age of HRP

• Economic status of HRP
• Tenure

• Type of dwelling

Conversion of 
monetary values to 
physical quantities

Average household 
expenditure in OA

Average resource use and/or 
associated emissions in OA

Price data:
average price per unit
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Table 2. Definition of household characteristics classification (HoC) 

Dwelling 

HoC 
Owned Private rented Social rented 

Age 
of 

HRP 
Economic Status of HRP 
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Employed     A A B B E E E E D D D D 

<30 
Unemployed/Economically 

inactive 
C C C C C C C C C C C C 

Employed  F G H I Q Q R R K K L M 

30-
49 Unemployed/ 

Economically inactive 
J J J J S S S S N N O P 

Employed  T U V W AE AE AE AE AA AA AA AA 

50-
64 Unemployed/Economically 

inactive 
X Y Z Z AE AE AE AE AB AB AC AD 

65-
74 

N/A AF AG AH AI AF AG AH AI AJ AJ AK AL 

Household 
Representative 

Person 
 (HRP) 

>74 N/A AM AN AO AP AM AN AO AP AQ AQ AR AS 
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Output Area code 00BNFK0004

Manchester, North West

In most deprived 1% of Index of 
Multiple Deprivation
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Blue Collar 
Communities 
 

 
City Living 

 
Countryside 

 
Prospering Suburbs 

 
Constrained by 
Circumstances 
 

 
Typical Traits 

 
Multicultural 

Variables 
distinctively 
above national 
average 

·  Age 5-14 
·  Rent (public) 
·  Terraced housing 
·  Lone parent 

households 

·  Age 25-44 
·  Population 

density 
·  Rent (private) 
·  Flats 
·  No central 

heating 
 
 

·  Age 45+ 
·  Detached housing 
·  Rooms per 

household 
·  2+ car households 
 

·  Age 45-64 
·  Detached housing 
·  Rooms per 

household 
·  2+ car households 
·  Two adults no 

children 
·  Households with 

non-dependant 
children  

 

·  Age 65+ 
·  Single pensioner 

households 
·  Rent (Public) 
·  Flats 
·  People room 
·  Unemployment 
 

Typical traits is 
characterised by its 
‘averageness’. This 
Supergroup has few 
values which are 
high or low in 
comparison to the 
other groups. 

·  Age 0-15 
·  Born outside UK 
·  Population density 
·  No central heating 
·  People per room 
·  Flats 
·  Unemployment 
·  Rent (public and 

private) 
 

Variables 
distinctively 
below 
national average 

·  Rent (private) 
·  Flats 
 
 

·  Ages 0-14  
·  Rooms per 

household 
 
 

·  Population density 
·  Flats 
·  People per room 
·  Single person 

household 
 

·  No central heating 
·  Terraced housing 
·  Flats 
·  Single person 

household 
·  Rent (private and 

public)  
 

·  Two adults no 
children 

·  Rent (private) 
·  Detached housing 
·  Rooms per 

household 
·  2+ car household 
 

 ·  Age 45+ 
·  Single pensioner 

households 
·  Detached housing 
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